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pening now in the highest government circles is a kind of
“‘nemawashi,’” concensus—building that could eventually
have an enormous impact on Japanese and global en-
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vironmental policy.

1 think the realization is rapidly dawning that if, indeed,
the world’s environmental infrastructure is breaking down,
the country with the money and the expertise to prevent
such a collapse becomes, de facto, as powerful a nation as
the world has ever seen.

Environmental expertise would actually replace military
expertise as the qreatest power at a nation’s disposal. In-
stead of huge armies, a nation’s environmetal engineering
corps—capable of stopping floods, turning deserts green—
would place it at the apex of world leadership. At the Mit-
subishi Research Institute, I have spoken with researchers
who have thought through such scenarios in remarkable
detail.

At the Enviroment Agency, on the other hand, I have
spoken with men (where are the women in these
bureaucracies?) who argue that such programs, if im-
plemented, would cripple a nation’s economy as surely as
runaway military spending. They say that if the world
comes to depend on such environmental engineering corps,
it will probaly have already deteriorated to a point where it
is beyond saving at any price. Since technology has gotten
us into this fix, why should it now be trusted to get us out of
it?

1 see and hear much debate of this sort going on in the cor-
ridors of power in Japan. I must admit, though, that I still
don’t feel expert enough in Japanese culture to know
whether what I am hearing is ‘‘tatemae’ or “honne’’. I
sincerely hope it is ‘‘honne”’.
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that I had undervalued this activity in America. As always,
1learned to look differently at my own society and ask, what
is the difference in attitude toward volunteers in Japan and
the U.S. and what does that say about the two societies?

I talked to a woman who was spending her days caring-

for her mother who had had a stroke. Her mother was deaf
and her daughter quickly wrote everything down on a small
white slate so we could have a very good conversatinon in-
cluding her mother. The daughter had quit her job as an
editor to take care of her mother. ‘““Anyone can be an
editor’’, she said, ‘‘but only I can take care of my mother’’.
Gerontologists are always studying the ‘‘burden’’ of caregiv-
ing. This woman may be unusual but maybe not. In
America, too, there are people like her. In Japan the role of
housewife is certainly more valued than in the U.S. Is
caregiving just taken for granted in Japan? is it valued? Is it
valued in the U.S.? These are the issues I will explore as I
analyze the data I collected. I don’t know the answers yet
but I do know that my work here will be enhanced by the
““new’’ eyes and ears I brought back from my life in Japan.
And T cannot be appreciative enough to the Fuibright pro-
gram for allowing that to happen.
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By Douglas C. McGill

In my Fulbright research I've been looking at Japanese
environmental policy and environmental action—the
difference between what is thought and what is actually
done about environmental issues in Japan.

On the policy side, I’ve spent a lot of time interviewing
government bureaucrats in Kasumigaseki. ‘‘Global en-
vironmental issues’’ are this year’s hot topic in government
circles. There are endless conferences on the subject. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, MITI, the Environment Agen-
cy and other agencies have started special departments for
“Global Environmental Affairs.”” Keidanren and other
business associations have done the same. The crying need
for internationl collaboration on these questions is a key
point in rhetoric emerging from all quarters.

But a nagging doubt persists about this sudden conver-
sion to the green way of life. Where are the specific actions
backing up claims of concern about global warming,
deforestation, the ozone hole, species extinction, acid rain
and the rest? In the absence of such action, all the talk has a
slightly hollow ring.

Still, 1 think it’s an open question whether this activity is
serious or not. It seems to me quite possible that what’s hap-
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by Ruth Campbell

I am writing this three weeks after returning form Japan
where I lived in Tokyo, from July, 1989 through April,
1990 as a Fulbright research fellow.

My research in Japan explored the relationship between
older people and their children concerning caregiving. I
was welcomed into many people’s houses and was privileg-
ed to listen to people talk very openly about their fears of
becoming a burden on their children, their feelings about
living with or separately from their children, the problems
and even pleasures of caring for an ill person. To me, the
great opportunity Fulbright offers is the freedom to ask the
questions I want, to explore my chosen area and to learn
through my daily life, my professional and personal life,
new ideas that challenge the way I previously looked at
things.

For example, often when I spoke to groups in Japan
about social welfare in the U.8. I was asked questions about
volunteers. Japanese are quite enthusiastic about the
American way of using volunteers. In the U.S., we are

- aware of all the problems recruiting volunteers now that so

many women are working and dont’t have time to
volunteer. As I listened to the Japanese questions, I realized
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1. PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH SCHOLARS (10)

Mr. CRUMPLEY, Charles R

Ms. WRIGHT, Rosemary

...........................................

Japanese Banks: The New Era of Financial

Japanese Development Factory: Organiza-
tion! Function

Modern Japanese Below—ground Shopping
Centers

Japanese Management Applications to U.S.
Human Services

Okinawan Youth: Ethnic Identity and
Attitudes )

..................................................

U.S.—Japan Creatve Process: I-Self and
We-Self

Fuji Bank

II. GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWS (5)

Mr. SPENCER, Steven A.

Mr. ANDERSON, Michael D.

Kigumi: Japanese House Framing

Japan’s Relation with Soviet Union and
U.S., 1968~89

Japan’s Legal Barriers to Foreign Fiancial .
Services

Japan Economic Foundation

III. SITE-SPECIFIC GRADUATE FELLOWS (2)

Ms. JENSEN, Kirsten K.

Mr. KENNEDY, Mark W.

Date Family’s Christianity in Séndai (17th
century) e .

Modern Japan Population Trends
Dynamics since Meiji Era

Tohoku G/F Alumni Assn

Kyushu G/F Alumni Assn

IV. JAPANESE GRADUATE STUDENTS (2)

Ms. MATSUYAMA, Akiko

Mr. SAIKI, Jun

U.S. Community Public Health Develop-
ment/Organization

Psychological Mechanism: Hypothetical

Situation Model

Mobil Oil
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