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AMBASSADOR OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TOKYO

Message
Fulbright Alumni Association Newsletter
October 26, 2009

It is my pleasure to congratulate you on being alumni of the Fulbright scholarship program, the
premier exchange program of the U.S. Government.

Until I arrived in Japan, I had no idea that one of the titles I would assume as Ambassador was
that of honorary chair of the bi-national Fulbright Commission. This is a position I accept with
enthusiasm, because as each of you has no doubt personally witnessed, the results the Fulbright
experience produces in terms of building relationships and fostering mutual understanding are
without peer. For over 50 years, the Japan-U.S. Fulbright Program has helped men and women
prepare for careers, enriched the lives of thousands of individual participants, and played an
indispensable role in linking our societies and nations together in partnership.

Nowhere in the world has that bilateral Fulbright effort been more successful than in Japan,
where a nationwide network of Fulbright alumni associations play a crucial role in keeping the
Fulbright experience alive by encouraging interactions with other alumni, new program
participants, and the U.S. government. I commend you on the successful completion of the
Annual Fulbright Alumni Charity Golf Tournament and your annual fundraising efforts that
provide important financial resources to the Japan-U.S. Educational Commission as it expands
the Fulbright experience to the next generation of global leaders. I encourage you to engage with
this new generation of Fulbright alumni through your traditional alumni activities, as well as
through new technologies such as the Stare Alumni online community, to ensure that the U.S.-
Japan relationship continues to strengthen in the future.

You have my deep gratitude for your important contributions to the Fulbright Program as a
member of the esteemed Fulbright alumni community.
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Joyce Lebra’s Letter to the Fulbright
Newsletter. T T

“The contribution of Senator
Fulbright, whose insight and
imagination produced the
Fulbright exchange program,
cannot be exaggerated. The
worldwide network of
academic exchanges has
made and continues to make
critical contributions to
international, cross-cultural :
understanding. This is especially significant at the
present time,

I am personally grateful to the Fulbright program
for support during two years when I did research in Japan
for my Ph.D. dissertation, 1955-57. My dissertation was
published under the title: Okuma Shigenobu, Statesman
of Modern Japan, and was translated into Japanese by
Waseda University. This research also acted as a
springboard for many years of later research and
publication on topics in Japanese history.

In addition the Fulbright program provided
support for a year’s research in India, 1965-66, during
which I researched the Japanese cooperation with the
Indian National Army in World War II, published in 1970,
under the title: Jungle Alliance, and recently reprinted
in Singapore. Subsequently I was supported by the
Fulbright program for half a year’s research in India
through the Indo-U.S.Commission on Education and
Culture, in 1980. This research was on “India’s Joan of
Arc,” the Rani of Jhansi, and resulted both in a non-fiction
book on the Rani and the novel, Durga’s Sword, which
was translated into Japanese by Masami Yabune, also a
Fulbright grantee.”

Joyce Lebra

www.joycechapmanlebra.com
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