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It is indeed a great honor and pleasure to be
awarded the J. William Fulbright Prize for
International Understanding in the 50th
anniversary year of the Fulbright exchange
program between Japan and the United States
and the 25th anniversary of the Fulbright
Association. I am happy to inform you that this
year a series of commemorative events have
taken place in Japan and in the United States,
renewing the commitments to international
friendship and understanding that originated
with the Fulbright experience and grew in the
succeeding years.

Although I was not a recipient of the Fulbright
fellowship award, I married Shijuro Ogata, a 1954
grantee. I went to the United States as a Rotary
Foundation Fellow. We often joked over whether
Shijuro was fully-bright in comparison to me who
would only be half-bright. Whatever the outcome, we
belonged to the new generation of post war Japan
who benefited from the opportunities that opened up

Photo courtesy of Dave Scavone

to go to the United States and to witness the working
of democracy and freedom.

At the time Japan was just beginning to recover
from the defeat in World War II. The country was
making tireless efforts to rebuild the economy
mingled with strong internationalist and pacifist
idealism. The United States was basking in the
growing confidence in its ability to lead the world.
There was an extraordinary openness, a true
internationalist spirit.
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Many professors and students I met on campus
were refugees and migrants. Being at American
universities in those days was like being at the
source of American power, intellectual and
technological progress backed by democratic and
open competitiveness. Returning home, these
exchange students from Japan, the large number of
which at the time were Fulbright grantees, more and
more assumed leadership positions. They were very
much leading Japan’s miraculous economic growth
covering bureaucracy, business and academia. What
should be noted is that Japan generally followed a
pacifist, internationalist course remaining closely
allied to the United States.

The Fulbright alumni, for example, were behind
the initiative to collect funds for the continuation of
the Fulbright exchange program, which was
beginning to scale down. The call for international
contribution, marked the policy platform by
sticcessive prime ministers, from Fukuda, Nakasone
and those who followed. Internationalization was still
the social and economic goal of the times. Japan
became the largest provider of overseas development
assistance.

The end of the Cold War, however, marked a
significant departure from the internationalist course
in both the United States and Japan. The cause was
the demise of the communist threat that had bound
the two countries closer. As Japan became the largest
creditor nation of the United Sates by the late 1980s,
Japanese economic power was perceived as a threat
by the Americans. An arrogant mood surfaced on the
Japanese side leading to complacent and nationalist
trends. The public commitment of the United States
to provide international leadership on the other
hand, began to recede.

The mood in government, congress, media, civil
society associations became increasingly inward-
looking, with internal politics dominating the agenda.
Calls for international understanding could not sway
the public in either Japan or in the United States.

The 1990s, on the other hand, were extraordinarily
charged times, when conflicts broke out in many
continents of the world, and massive flow of refugees
dominated the international scene. In January 1991, I
was elected the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees to protect and assist those who fled
across borders. Within weeks after my arrival,
almost two million Iraqi Kurds fled to Iran and
Turkey. In the following years, another four million
became displaced in the Balkans, as the Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia disintegrated.
Another two million refugees fled from Burundi and
Rwanda after the genocide in 1994. The six million
Afghans were the largest single refugee group when
I assumed office, but even after the withdrawal of the
Russian troops, remained the largest due to the
conflicts among the Afghan war-lords. The major
characteristic of the refugee flight of the 1990s was
the fact that they were victims of internal wars,
caused by ethnic, religious and political divisions.
Violence and violation of human rights featured their
fate. Ensuring physical safety and survival dominated
UNHCR’s protection concern.

While many were able to cross international
borders and were given protection and assistance,
many others were displaced inside their country.
They could hardly be protected or be given
humanitarian assistance. The growing number of the
internally displaced, was another notable feature
during this period. Various ways were sought to
ameliorate their plight, but the sovereignty issue
frequently blocked an enduring solution.

As I grappled with the causes and consequences of
the internal conflicts on a daily basis, I realized how
serious was the suffering of the vast majority of these
fleeing people. Whether in Bosnia, Rwanda, Burundi,
Sjerra Leone, Chechnya, they were trying to escape
from the cruelest of man’s inhumanity — genocide,
ethnic cleansing, and massive violations of human
rights.

These were people who faced death and threats
from people who used to live not only in the same
country, area or community, but even neighborhood.
Moreover, when the conflict ended and time came
for the refugees or the displaced to return, I had to
cope with the problem of reintegrating them back to
broken communities or neighbors, with lingering
memories of hate and suspicion. This is when I faced
the challenge of reconciliation as the central issue in
post-conflict transition.

The models of international understanding or

diplomatic negotiation were not quite sufficient to
address the problems of rebuilding war-torn
communities. What we urgently needed were
communication models directed towards reconciling
broken communities and peoples. With inspiration
gained from a group of academics who had worked
on reconciliation projects in violence-ridden
American inner cities, UNHCR launched an initiative
which was called, Imagine Coexistence.

The challenge was to devise projects that by
necessity brought people together for common
purposes. We carried out pilot projects in Bosnia and
Rwanda that introduced job-sharing experiences.
There were training and networking projects for
women. I was quite excited to come across a bakery
run by Serb and Croat women in what had been one
of the worst areas of confrontation. Education should
also be examined in the context of promoting
coexistence. Sports and recreation opportunities also
have enormous potential.

I learned in an American army newspaper that
some soldiers started a football team in Kosovo
composed of Kosovo, Albanian and Serb children.
The particular site was where children had to have
military escort to go to school, when I visited the
area the year before.

Promoting international understanding will remain
vital today. The process of globalization that moves
goods, money, people and information across
borders will continue to challenge all of us. We have
to take full advantage of the opportunities that are in

front of us. However, understanding and respecting
people with different cultures, languages and living
modes will require even greater and more conscious
efforts. At the same time, we will have to strive hard
to reach mutual trust and coexistence among people
within our own national borders.

Having worked as chief of an agency that protects
and assists extremely vulnerable people, the
refugees, I find that security and prosperity of any
society must be based on solidarity. Excluding
certain groups of people, or neglecting measures to
help the weak, are sure ways to sow the seeds of
division and conflict which eventually erode societies
from within.

As we face the challenge of terrorism today at the
beginning of the twenty first century, we should
reflect deeply on the fundamental causes of conflict
and division that drive people to extremist action.
Cultivating understanding, not only across nations
but also within nations, provides a sure answer to
peace and stability. Cultivating understanding is
promoting respect and solidarity among different
peoples and communities. I challenge the Fulbright
Association and colleagues to renew your commitments
to reinforce understanding, internationally but also
nationally.

Thank you very much again for the honor.

(Presented Oct. 11, 2002 at a ceremony at the Ronald
Reagan International Trade Center, Washington,
D.C)
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Mrs. K mimra & JUSEC Chair Hugh H. Hara

Memories of Kamimura-san begin and end
with her extraordinary commitment to and love
of the Fulbright Program. Almost every thing
seemed to flow from this: her integrity, her
warmth, her humor, her institutional memory
and her wisdom. Somehow it is hard to
separate Kazuko Kamimura from her passion
for the Fulbright Program. Certainly one of my
strongest memories of her is her insistence on
quality and excellence in carrying out the work
of the Commission. Time and time again she
would insist on certain language and a certain
way of doing things, when there may have been
quicker, more efficient alternatives.

Of course, by the time I came on board in 1994,
Kamimura-san was THE JUSEC institutional
memory. She was quite remarkable in recalling
names of alumni from over the years. She
would talk about their contributions and
accomplishments. Staff are fond of recalling
how she would identify a young Fulbright
grantee as having great potential, then many
years later, lo and behold, the person would be a
leader in his/her field.

Personally, I don’t know what I would have
done without her, especially in the first months
of my tenure as Executive Director. She not
only provided accurate and substantive
information on the history, operations and

principles of the Fulbright Program but also
about individuals and organizations that were
key to the effective administration of the Japan-
US Fulbright Program.

Kamimura-san had an extraordinary command
of both her native Japanese and her second
language, English. When speaking, she had a
marvelously charming way of using one and
then the other, sometimes within one
“paragraph”. At first, I was a bit frustrated by
this since I had, my whole life, been accustomed
to not mixing the two languages. When [ was in
an English speaking environment, I used
English, when in a Japanese speaking
environment, Japanese; “never the twain shall
meet.” But over the years I finally more or less
adapted to her style - using the language of
convenience, at least with Kamimura-san!
“Tekitoni”.

We also laughed a lot together, in the office
but especially on our many business trips, most
to visit universities throughout Japan. One
incident that I can tell on myself had us both
aghast and in stitches at the same time. We
were coming back rather late from some visits
in the Kansai area and decided to split a small
bottle of wine. Kamimura-san, in fact, did not
drink much but she was kind enough to keep
me company. Well, we were sitting there
enjoying our conversation, probably on some
aspect of our visit, when, with out warning, the
person in front lowered his seat back. Before I
knew what was happening, the seat back had
bumped over the bottle of wine - red at that - and
spilled all over the front of my pants. I didn’t
know quite what to do, but Kamimura-san
immediately came to the rescue with tissues. I
felt totally embarrassed, but it was such
unexpected and bizarre occurrence that we
couldn’t help seeing the comic side as well. We
had a very good laugh. [Fortunately, I had a
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change of slacks with me!]

Kamimura-san could be quite exacting as well,
particularly when it came to Fulbright principles
that she felt should not be compromised. One
such principle was the peer review process, and
the importance of having a very thorough
documentary and interview process - without
compromising peer review. For the sake of
argument, I would suggest from time to time
that perhaps the interview process did not have
to be done on a strictly discipline (by field)
basis; that the interview panel could perhaps
look at aspects of the applicant that could be
done across disciplines. She would have none
of it. That would be too much of a compromise.

Kamimura-san was my “sempai” when it came
to the East-West Center. We were both
recipients of EWC grants, but she was at the
Center a year or two before I was. Nevertheless,
we enjoyed swapping EWC stories, and going to
alumni association meetings together. She was
very proud of being an EWC alum, her first and
only study abroad experience. Her time in
Hawaii, and “field study” in Wisconsin, had a
great impact on her life and undoubtedly
influenced her decision to come to work for the
Fulbright Commission.

When I asked our staff at JUSEC to share with
me some memories of Kamimura-san, many of
the things I have already mentioned came up,
but they invariably also talked about the “tone of
excellence” that she set in the office, from
matters of principle to office comportment. She
was a stickler for “kejime”, and insisted that her
staff and fellow workers adhere to a standard
befitting the Fulbright Program.

Interestingly, one of my earliest and fondest
memories of Kamimura-san was from before 1
came to JUSEC as executive director. We were
both attending one of the annual conferences of
NAFSA: Association of International Education.
This particular one was in San Francisco, as 1
recall. At one of the conference functions, she
had won dinner for two at an Italian restaurant.
For some reason, some of the others she might
have gone with had other plans. We had known

each other for some time, and I was standing
around so she laughingly said, “Mr. Shepherd,
are you hungry?” or something nonchalant like
that. Well, I of course jumped at the chance for
a free meal. I don’t remember exactly what we
talked about but I do remember we had great
fun. I had no idea at the time that, a few years
down the line, I would be her “boss” back in
Tokyo!

Without question, Kazuko Kamimura has left
a profound legacy, not only with us here at the
Japan-US Fulbright Program but also among the
staff of other Commissions, especially across
Asia. All of us are befter human beings because
of our encounter with Kamimura-san. We all
hope that some of her integrity, wisdom,
respectfulness and kindness have rubbed off.
Thank you, KK-san!!

Khhkhkhkkhkhkhkxhhkhkhkhhkkhkhhkhrhkhkrhhkdhhkhhrdhdik

Kazuko Kamimura graduated from Japan
Women’s University in 1964. She then studied
at the University of Hawaii as an East West
Center Scholar, graduating with a Masters
degree in 1966. She started working for the
Fulbright Commission in 1966, first as a Junior
Program Assistant, working her way up to
Program Officer. She retired in 2001 and
became Senior Advisor for 50th Anniversary
Activities before prematurely passing away in
May of 2002 at the young age of 60. Kazuko
Kamimura truly believed in the Fulbright spirit
and left a significant portion of her estate to the
Fulbright Program in her will. She will be
terribly missed by all who had the good fortune
to know her.
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BE (HFREE) BRER HFrdU— BAKEEH HeXE (BK) 4
<Americans > TR SR 20,0007
1. PIAYHEHEE CHOW, Marianne W. FF BRI A Tufts U. o B—RE 30,0001
(EBRRIRER) (International Relations) RE ’ . _
2. 2ERES EASON, Paul V. FF gw\l\ljc#)* : l(J of California, Be)rkeley WA |78 [TORERBAE  BR - KIE - 1B ALEE AL
BAE Japanese History KH BEkb (25 Yy =BV Ty 7] H A4
3. 2EFZES  LAU, Megan C. FF AIRAF Amherst College E 4: %ﬁ% j kTR ol
(ER=) (Drama & Theater) B ARBR [F v = X )
4. THES MARGOLIN, Jayme B.  FF iEEAE Franklin & Marshall College . IAFOEOT A A BRELEPREEE] BERREHES
- (Hb%) (Geoscience, General)
5 HHFHEF VEKASI, Kristin E. FF - F (= New College of Florida w . . N ~ S
. 'SHn (Hiass) (Politioal Seience. Gemeral) 2. 9AI6H (K) 25, HAHFZRKFHEREFM LTS 5> FELOMT 1 MBISSK CBIEL, LHEFT-TH
6. = LES HENRY, Todd A. GRF ?Eﬁi#ﬁ) l(J.C.L.A. ) l D9 (FH 10:00~16:00)c &9 ZEBRBIIBLBLHFN TSV,
T Asian History R =100 - 5 3 14, A T
7. ZEJI—7 LONG, Hoyt J. GRF f%ﬂ?;;?i l(J of Michigan ) g Eg %f ) (;122331384?‘1‘%“%5':71&&” 142 W77 ¥ FENBIIH
H = Japanese Literature RS - Uo- -
8. 2ERZERS MOORE, Aaron S. GRF Eﬁ?éi&li}l%ﬁi? C()ornell U. | PFAXE S 03-3503-0758
H Japanese History
9. YKK O'DWYER, Emer S. GRF I TN Harvard U. .
(A&5) (Japanese History) A
10. EEEELHEE SMITH, Colin S. GRF HEA% Yale U. EXPRESSWAY
(XL AZES) (Cultural Anthropology) SANNO GRAND BLDG.
11. EEEETREE WILSON, Roderick . GRF BB Stanford U. WEITI> REN NSTRY o
GGEXJ) (Japanese History) Jf}/;% ; %;%moi«:‘
<Japanese> * Sy, < . / -
1. YKK BH EWTF GsJ U.CLA. RAKY S (Bt ooy
(BEHLSS) (Educational Sociology) A » " 3 PR \> ..
2. EAHIF M RETF asJ U.of Michigan ~ SREA¥ el Bl e ' usa e
(PAUHX%¥)  (American Literature) TOKVU HOTEL i - Reawt  RSRMETE2
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A Z > * KERGF 75
2003fEEAS03REE Y X ~ o o T W 2 ‘
o sz ’ SUBWAY
ﬁr&ﬁﬁ %ﬁ : FUIbright Fellows (Recent B'A') —FF 5% “21;:,/: Q QBKA’?A;;A gﬂ?ﬁ%& gN%AgN;EEE # g&[jv?; Ginza Line/Marunouchi Line
Journalist —J 14 ® & Get off at Akasa Mitsuke, 2 min, walk
Graduate Research Fellow —GRF 2% TO YOTSUVA \\ Subway Hanzomon Line/Yurakucho
Researcher —R 2% Sl TO SHIBUYA Line ,
f,_&% ﬁHﬂE% P m‘l*i% Hi%’k'u' (#‘) % e Get off at Nagatacho, 7 min. walk
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<Americans> ‘
1. A5S0 CAMPBELL, Douglas L. FF 1(‘33)37&'37—; I(BOSton College ) B, A—=NT7 FLA, URLIHERED TF,
Bia® Government & Political Science E-mail: fulb@fulbright.or
2. A50 DIEHL, Chad R. FF RIFAS Montana State U. maltl Iu u ltlg t.or.'_]p
(B25R) (Japanese History) http://www.fulbright.or.jp
3. A50 NAKAYAMA, Joy A, FF ‘zﬁfﬁk:-?-; ((3Iaremont McKenna College )
BUR% Government & Political Science AR 4 — XL Y — e ) S, = . -
4. A50 SILBERSTEIN-LOEB,  FF RSk Colby College i S TRO=a X I/; o EDRAERE) i\/T (ERECTRRTRAZRZOS L JUSECHTR S A
Jonathan M. (:/_\_,_.j-UZ_L\) (Journalism) | F— L X AICHBME N, 7H75‘%6E®?T'Bﬁb‘&%1Tv"f,E&Li L7ze % VTF4 - TN ITR=Za2— -
5. A50 YANG, Timothy M. FF BHEAF Dartmouth College YT A —BRAEEROTHRL A N—T 5720, iAo hEcE 2y ABSRTI2AL L, EUHED
(EIERBatRER) (International Relations) Za— ALy —FARERE A 7 —ERIT, R LIZo RS S WML E Lo COREEEA —VE 2227
6. A50 TRAN, Khanh TL. J REKE Berkeley, CA | ; BEEC P N Rl -° A = 4
(7T 7%h) (Asian History) ALTBHE TV
7. A50 AMES, Christopher A. GRF HERAZ U. of Michigan
(I{Eﬁkiﬁ_ﬂi) (Cultural Anthropology) .........................................................................................................................................................................................
8. A50 GINSBERG, Tatiana S. GRF REFEELAS U. of lowa . .= e I
(Hbig22) (Area Studies) AVEAT - TNT T4 PREFABE
9. A50 JOHNSON, David T. R %Tﬁfggﬁi&j?ﬁ l(J(.:of Hawaiiat Manoa dure) T100-0014 REHRTRHXKHNT2-14-2
p riminal Law & Procedure oo yeys
10. A50 LIPPIT, Seiji M. R ERAA U.C.LA INE77 » FE VB3
(&%) (Japanese Literature) TEL: 03-3503-1841 FAX: 03-3503-0758

E-mail: fulb@fulbright.or.jp
http://www fulbright.or.jp
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