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On "Orientation Course”

by Susumu Ishikawa

The following is a rewritten version of what people called
'resume' which was passed to some two dozen attendants at
the 1last year's GARIOA-Fulbright meeting held in Nanzan
University on the 24th of May, Tuesday, when this writer,
following Prof. David A. Kolb's spirited speech on the
importance of ‘Orientation', reluctantly made a halting
talk. Most of my talk was clumsy explanation on my
preparation for the talk. "The Fulbrighter" Né. 6, Summer
1982, carried on its last page, a Chronological History of
"GARIOA-Fulbright Program". I borrowed figures, i.e. number

of students in each year of four years of GARIOA Program, in

my rewriting.

1. 1) As this writer knows, it was in 1951 that the Japanese
students received the Summer-long Orientation Course

for the first time. The GARIOA Prodgram was in its

third year.

2) In preceeding two years '50 and '49, as this writer

knows, they didn't receive the "Orientation Course".

Here some

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

notes on "GARIOA Program"
GARIOA stands for "Gold Allotted for
RehabilitationS in (the) Occupied Area".
§ As this writer remember, the word is
"Rehabilitation" and not "Reconstruction".

‘i PRRTYY p p
In Japanese it's 7 S{E# { iﬁﬁi | me
Students Program based on this Fund started in
1949. Among English language instructors in
Japan, fifty (50) were selected and sent to the
United States.
Next year, '50, 283 students, selected from all
fields of activities were sent to the United
States. As this writer undertands, these students
left Japan in late August or early September, and
didn't receive the "Orientation Course".
In the third year of GARIOA Program, in 1951, 521
students were selected. But when they were called
to assemble in Tokyo, only 471 students presented
themselves.
In the fourth and the last year of GARIOA Program,
in 1952, 293 students were sent to the United
States. This year Fulbright Program was started
and the first "batch" was made up of 31 students.

This writer presumes that these 31 students too

received the Orientation Course.




2. This writer had the honor and the pleasure to join the

1951 Program. We were assembled by telegrams, at the
Ministry of Education, Tokyo. It was around the Fourth

of July.

1) After a proper ceremony, the 471 students were divided
into twenty (20) 'Groups'. These Groups were called
Orientation Groups. One Group held about 24 students.
In each Group, a leader was elected. These leaders
were to be very busy men and women untill early
September when the Course ended. Each Group wag later
to proceed to one of twenty (20) Orientation Centers
set up in twenty (20) Colleges in the United States.
This writer belonged to a Group going to a Bucknell
University. The name 'Bucknell' was new to him, and

didn't make any sense at all until........

"2) The Orientation started soon after the ceremony.
Movies, Discussion Time, etc. From here all of our
talks, public or private, were conducted in English

language.

3) After we attended the Orientation at the Ministry of
Education for a couple of days, we moved to Tokyo
University (Ex-Tokyo Imperial University). The
'Course' went for about a week. Lectures on College

Education Systems were among the highlights.

3.

on around the 12th of July, we left Yokohama. On board
the ship we found we had fifty (50) students from Ryukyu

Area . The boat trip took about 12 days.

1) Every day the Course went on until noon. Movies,
lectues, small talks by American Passengers,

discussions, etc.

2) The ship, by bad luck, followed a baby typhoon. The
sea was indeed high. But the attendance was

surprisingly good.

Our ship, by direct route, reached San Francisco. We
stayed for three days, at Mills College across the San
Francisco Bay from the city of San Francisco. Then a
three-days-trip to Chicago aboard a special train. The
Southern Pacific Railroad brought out ~twelve (12)
car-train with a dining car end a parlor (club, lounge)

car, completing it with an observation car.
1) Bucknell University to where this writer's Group was
heading stood right in the middle of the Appalation

Mountains near the Susquehanna River.

2) Here some eighty (80) students from some g4 nations

took the course.




3) They had lectures in the morning. Geography, History,
Arts, Government System of the United States, English
Composition, Pronounciation and so on. In the

afternoon, they had trips to farms factories, and

outing to woods and lakes.

These six weeks of Orientation charmed students. After the
Japanese students returned home, they kept exchanging
letters among them. Once a while, they get together and

talk of the Campus of Bucknell and fellow 'Foreign'

students,
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Brief outline of the speech by Professor D. A. Kolb

Brief outline of the speech delivered by Professor

D.A.Kolb on 24 May, 1983 at the annual General Assembly

Meeting for fiscal year 1983 - 84.

Professor Kolb first introduced himself and summarized his
background and present teaching and research interests. He
spoke of how happy he was to be in Nagoya. Then he offered
some remarks about the Fulbright program as seen from the
other side,'from America. He spoke of his first encounter
with the red pamphlet that "offered the world" in its
listing of the various possible lecturer positions. He
described the application and selection process. He praised
the orientation readings and the orientation process in

Tokyo. He said that what the Fulbright program offered

American academics who were not professional area

specialists was just that, orientation. This was both
ofient—ation, a touch of the Orient on their minds, and
orientation, pointing Americans towards the rest of the
world, so that they could perceive the differences under the
superficial similarities, and the similarities under many
superficial differences. Americans tend to be
self-confident, a little innocent, and a little ignorant, he

said, when dealing with other nations. This is true of




American academics too, if they are locked in their
specializations. The Fulbright 1lecturer program gives a
chance to experience and understand, to be understood, and
this must effect a professor's future teaching perhaps his
research, and surely his contact with students and with
other faculty, which will have more of an orientation toward
the world, more of an understanding of how we can talk to
one another without losing our differences or our mutual

respect.
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